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A Mother's Thoughts 
By Cordelia Spitzer 


FRET because my day has seemed 
Ill spent. Much I had planned to do 
Is not yet done, and now the day 
Is almost through; 
For many things have hindered me— 
A broken toy, a leaky tap, 
Spilled milk, unmated socks, a fight; 
A misplaced cap; 
The ’phone, time out for bandaging 
A little knee skinned in a fall. 
But when they whisper, “We love you,” 
It’s worth it all. 


x 


Two Powerful Teachers 


In order to get us to be still and 
' submit wholly to Him, God uses many 
> means. Two effective teachers are. pain 

and responsibility. One night of pain 
will often do more to bring a Christian 
into complete subjection to God’s will 
than a week’s conference. When a 
man—particularly a young man—is 
well, strong, and successful, he may 
listen only halfheartedly to the still 
small voice of the Spirit as it comes to 
him through hymns, Bible reading, tes- 
timonies, and messages given by serv- 
ants of-God. But let a believer have 
a real bout with pain in some part of 
his body, and, like a whipped child, he 
is much more likely to be ready to 
listen to his Heavenly Father’s voice 
and do what He wants him to do. Pain 
has a purifying effect, making us loathe 
sin; it has a clarifying: effect, causing 


us to view earthly and heavenly things 
in their right perspective; it has a re- 
vealing effect, showing us how utterly 
helpless, frail, and weak we really are. 
It weans our affections from things on 
the earth to things above, and prepares 
us to be glad to leave this earth and 
go to Heaven where there will be no 
more pain. It makes us, more sym- 
pathetic with other sufferers and makes 
us thankful that we can have the gentle, 
kind help of doctors and nurses and 
those who love us. Finally, it teaches 
us the marvelous blessing of good 
health and strength and makes us more 
anxious than ever to. use well the time 
we have left. Another strong teacher 
of believers, under God’s good hand, is 
responsibility. The constant~ necessity 
of making decisions backs us right into 
a corner and we realize our crying need 
of divine wisdom. This brings down 


our pride and forces us to look to God , 


for help. Then, when we make a few 
mistakes, we are humbled still further, 
perhaps before both God and man, and 
we are stripped of all glorying in our 
position, and may even be brought so 
low that we heartily wish we could get 
out of it. Now the Devil will pervert 
the instruction of both these teachers 
if he can, so that we may be driven’ to 


; 


x 


despair and discouragement and think 
that God no longer cares for us and 
that we must give up. But we need 
not be driven to either of these ex- 

tremes provided we face them in the 
light of the Scriptures and through the 
sufficient grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Though Job cursed his day and wished 
he had never been born (3:2, 3), yet he 
never took up his wife’s suggestion to 
“curse God, and die” (2:9). He said, 
“Though he slay me, yet will I trust in 
him: but I will maintain mine own 
ways before him” (13:15). But there 
was evidence of a much deeper work 

in his soul when he cried out, “Where- 

fore I abhor myself, and repent in dust 
and ashes” (42:6). David said, “I know, 

O Lord, that thy judgments are right, 
and that thou in faithfulness hast af- 
flicted me” (Psa. 119:75). In the great- 

est chapter on chastening we read, 

“Now no chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: 

nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto 
them which are exercised thereby” 
(Heb. 12:11). It cannot be pleasant, 
but it can be profitable. If we haye 
followed the Lord step by step, and He 
has loaded us with one responsibility \ 
after another, then indeed we may cast! 
all our care upon Him, look to Him 

moment by moment for grace and wis- 

dom, and remember the exhortation of 
the suffering, hard-working apostle, 

“Therefore, my _ beloved brethren, 
be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, 

forasmuch as ye know that your labour 
is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15: 

58). 
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Giants 


By Mildred H. Corbett 


ALEB is one of the “grand old 

men” of the Bible. There were 

those. who lived a greater number 
of years, but few who had his vision 
and his courage. 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“The Lord shall reign for ever 
and ever” (Exod. 15:18). 





He was one of the two spies ‘odie 
brought back a favorable report of the 
Promised Land and urged the people 
to go up and possess the land at once, 
“for we are well able to overcome it” 
(Num. 13:30). He realized that there 
were giants in the land, but he also 
knew the power of God. 

After forty-five years—evidently on 
or near his eighty-fifth birthday— 
Caleb claimed the mountain: which 
Moses -had promised him, and prepared 
to drive out the giants then in posses- 
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sion. He was given the mountain and 
was able to drive out the giants, for 
one reason only—‘“because that he 
wholly followed the Lord God of Israel” 
(Josh. 14:14). “If so be the Lord will be 
with me,” he said, “then I shall be able 
to drive them out” (Josh. 14:12). 

To Caleb a. “giant” was that which 

hindered his possession of the land 
which God had given him. and wanted 
him to possess. It must grieve the heart 
of God that there are so few spiritual 
descendants of Caleb in our churches 
today. There are heights and depths 
in the Christian life which we do not 
possess because we have not conquered 
the giants that hinder our spiritual 
growth and progress. 
_ Discouragement is one of the most 
powerful giants we have to defeat and 
it is one of the most effective tools of 
Satan to dull the witness of the Chris- 
tian worker and render his testimony of 
little or no use to God.. Yet there is 
not one word in the Bible that bids us 
be discouraged, but many exhortations 
to be 2ncouraged, to be of good cour- 
age, to praise God. “Be strong and of 
a good courage,” God told Joshua (Josh. 
1:6).. As Christian workers, we are 
tempted to be disheartened and dis- 
couraged about the work we do for 
God; we yearn to see results, when our 
task may be to sow and -not to reap; we 
wish to serve in larger spheres, when 
God wants us in a secluded area of serv- 
ice; we long to see ‘the work of the 
Church enlarged, but this, too, we must 
leave to the Lord. We long to see 
growth in God’s’ children, but our part 
may be simply to pray for them and 
then leave the rest to God. 

Fear is another giant that some 
Christians fail to conquer—fear of the 
future, fear of what others may think 
of us when we should desire only the 
“Well done” of the Lord; fear or anx- 


‘iety for material needs, when actually 


all the resources of God are in back of 
us. Fear and anxiety may even under- 
mine the health of the individual, and 
yet both are dispelled by trust in God 
for all things. 

Unbelief may be a, giant hard for 
some to conquer. Yes, you believe 
God for salvation, but have you be- 
lieved Him for sanctification, for daily 
cleansing and renewal, for the infilling 
of the Holy Spirit which He has prom- 
ised, for the power needed in your life? 
Many of us are severely handicapped 
in our Christian lives and witness be- 
cause we will not believe the promises 
of God as given to us in His Word. 

Much is said in.the New Testament 
about the “joy of the Lord,” but many 
of us are hindered in our witnessing 
because we do not live joyful lives. A 
Christian should have a radiance in 
his life, arid even in his countenance, 
that bears witness to the indwelling 
Christ, but few of us do. 

Lack of faith in God’s promises is a 
giant too many fail to conquer. Of 
course we believe God answers prayer 
—theoretically, we do; but are we re- 
ceiving answers to our prayers? If not, 
why not? It must be, partly at least, 
because we do not believe that God 
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really will do what He has promised. 
How much more could be accomplished 
in our churches if we would implicitly 
‘believe that God will answer our 
prayers; if groups of believers would 
take God at His word, that “if two of 
you shall agree on earth as touching 
any thing that they shall ask, it shall 
be done for them of my Father which 
is in heaven”! (Matt. 18:19.) 

Self-will—perhaps we could even say 
stubbornness—is a strong and invin- 
cible giant in some lives. We want our 
own way; we are not willing to give 
place to others, to think of others as 
better than ourselves. Only God can 
kill this giant, but He can. 
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We could write indefinitely about 
giants in the lives of Christians, but 
even then we might not mention the 
giant that is hindering the growth of 
your spiritual life, that is keeping you 
from the promised land of a rest in 
God by way of a ‘surrendered will. 
Surrendered wills and lives and com- 
plete dependence upon God at. all times 
are weapons effective in this warfare. 
Giants of pride, envy, ambition, self- 
love, and other sins fall low before the 


one possessed by the Holy Spirit and 


ruled by Him. -. 

Caleb conquered only because he 
trusted fully -and completely in God. 
You will conquer in the same manner. 
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NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


How Distinguish Allegory 
From Fact in the Bible 


Where does allegory in God’s Word 
end, and where does historical fact 
begin? (I believe the Bible to be 
God’s Word as mentioned in 2 Tim. 
3:16.) For instance, the “New An- 
alytical Edition” of the Bible, pub- 
lished by Dickson of Chicago (1947) 
states: in the “outstanding facts” (p. 
661) regarding the historicity of the 
events in the Book of Job “. . . the 
important thing is the truth it an- 
nounces, and the ,truth is not affected 
in the least if the facts are not histor- 
ical, and it is not any more.the truth 
in the case if they are _ historical.” 

I realize that evangelical preachers 
differ on this point, and also regard- 
ing the historicity of, say, the Tower 
of Babel. 

It is fully realized that these ac- 
counts are given as types and ex- 
amples from which spiritual truths 
‘are to be gained, and that believing 
historicity of these things does not 
constitute the end of the reason for 
these being in God’s Word. This is 
not my question. 

My question is where (in your opin- 
ion, and this is for my edification) 
does the allegory stop and historicity 
begin in the stories given for “doc- 
trine, edification,” etc—An Indiana 
reader. 


Webster defines an allegory as “the 
veiled presentation, in a figurative story, 
of a meaning metaphorically implied 
but not expressly stated. Allegory is 
prolonged metaphor, in which typically 
a series of actions are symbolic of other 
actions, as in Bunyan’s ‘Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress.” A metaphor is “a figure of 
speech in which a word or phrase liter- 
ally denoting one kind of object or idea 
is used in place of another by way of 
suggesting a likeness or analogy be- 
tween them (the ship plows the sea; a 
volley of oaths).” A parable is “a com- 
parison; specifically, a short fictitious 
narrative from which a moral'or spir- 
itual truth is drawn; as, the parables 
of Christ.” The word “allegory” is 
used once in the Bible, where Paul com- 
pares the two sons of Abraham to the 
two covenants (Gal. 4:21-26). We are 


all familiar with the parables, and met- 


aphors are quite common in Scripture 
(e.g., “take, eat; this is my body”— 
Matt. 26:26). 

The safest rule in understanding Scrip- 
ture is to take it literally unless there 
is a clear indication, either from the 
context or by comparison with some 
other part of the Bible, that it is to be 
understood figuratively. When Christ 
said, “I am the bread of life,” “I am 
the door of the sheep,” “I am the true 
vine” (John 6:35; 10:6; 15:1), any sen- 
sible person understands that He did 
not mean He was a literal loaf of bread, 
or a literal wooden or iron door, or a 
literal grapevine growing in a vineyard. 
These were metaphors or figures df 
speech. A fable is recorded in 2 Kings 
14:9, where it is obvious that King 
Jehoash is using a short, imaginative 
story to teach a lesson to King Amaziah. 
There are seven parables in Matthew 
13, introduced by the words, “And he 
spake many things unto them in par- 
ables ...” (v. 3). The Lord Jesus had 
a purpose in speaking in parables which 
He explained thus: “Unto you it is 
given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God: but to others in par- 
ables; that seeing they might not see, 
and hearing they might not understand” 
(Luke 8:10). All who sincerely want 
to understand may learn by coming to 
God through Christ as Saviour and thus 
receiving the Holy Spirit, who leads us 
into all truth (John 16:13), 

The. reader is right in taking 2 Tim- 
othy 3:16 as the solid basi¢ for his be- 
lief in the inspiration of the Scriptures. 

There is no reason whatever for ques- 
tioning the authenticity of the Book of 
Job. It begins with a clear, declarative 
statement: “There was a man in the 
land of Uz, whose name was Job...” 
The Companion Bible says of it, “The 
Book of Job has always formed an in- 
tegral part of the Hebrew Canon; and 
some fifty-seven passages in it are 
quoted or referred to in the other books 
of the Bible.” Incidentally, The Com- 
panion Bible (Oxford University Press) 
in Appendix 6 has the most complete 
definitions and list of figures of speech 
of which this writer knows. _It num- 
bers 180 figures of speech. 
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How H. Clay Trumbull came to the Times 


eighty-three years ago 


about to leave home in thé spring 

of 1875 for a Sunday school insti- 
tute, in Toronto, he learned that Mr. 
John ‘Wanamaker had become the 
owner of THE SunpAy ScHoo.t TIMEs, 
and was seeking an editor. Mr. Trum- 
bull thought that Mr. Wanamaker s 
might perhaps consider him as an avail- 
able candidate, but he put away from 
him any thought of suggesting anything 
of the sort to the Philadelphia mer- 
chant, and prayerfully left the whole 
matter to the Lord. 

When Trumbull returned from To- 
ronto, he found a letter from Mr. Wana- 
maker, asking if he would consider 
becoming the Editor of THE Sunpay 
ScHooL Times. There were repeated 
conferences between the two after that. 
Mr. Wanamaker was just leaving for 
Europe, and wanted Trumbull at once. 
He, on the other hand, as chairman of 
the Executive Committee, could . not 
abandon the preparations for the First 
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International Convention to be held in 


Baltimore. Yet one by one such ques- 
tions were disposed of. 

Then, as Trumbull was leaving Phila- 
delphia one morning, Mr. Wanamaker 
asked him: 

“What now stands in the way of your 
decision?” ‘ 

“I must see two other persons—one 
of them in New York, the other in 
Boston.” 

“Why not go at once and see them?” 

“Because I have an important com- 
mittee meeting in Hartford the day 
after tomorrow, and I must be at that 
meeting.” 5 

“Well,” said Mr. Wanamaker, “Then 
we must wait; and hope for things to 
work out.” 


The Man on the Train 

Things did. After Trumbull had 
boarded the Hartford train in New 
York, he saw in the seat next to him the 
New York man who represented a na- 
tional religious society that had asked 
Trumbull to take charge of a depart- 
ment of its work. It was the man in the 
next seat who could tell him all about 
the details of that field of service, which 
he had promised to consider. Trumbull 
soon saw that his duty did not lie in 
the direction of that call. 

“When I rose the next morning,” he 
wrote, “I prayed earnestly over my im- 
portant duties of the day in Hartford, 
and asked that the Lord: would give 
me further light as to THE Sunpay 
ScHoo. Times matter. My next desire 
as to this was to see my Boston friend, 
Yet there were © 
two points in connection with my com- 
mittee meeting, and another interest 
for the day, that burdened my mind as 
I prayed. It seemed as though the 


In the spring and summer of 1905, 
Philip E. Howard, Sr., his wife, 
Annie Slosson Trumbull Howard, 
and their three young children spent 
about five months in a pleasant sum- 
mer home in Northfield, Mass. It 
was there that he wrote “The Life 
Story of Henry’ Clay Trumbull,” 
- containing 525 pages and published 
by The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany that same year, though now un- 
fortunately out of print. Two of 
those small children became the 
present Editor and the Advertising 
Manager of the Times, and they can’ 
remember how hard their father 
‘ worked over the big book in the 
separate little study up on a hill- 
side. The Editor can still remem- 
ber well the brook where he learned 
to fish for trout; and can recall how 
he would climb up the hill to the 
study, peek around a corner of it 
very quietly, and see a woodchuck 
sunning himself on the far side. It 
awakens many memories to read 
over again some of the chapters in 
the biography, and he counts it a 
privilege to share parts of them’ 
with today’s Times readers. Extracts 
from Chapters XVII, XVIII, and 
XIX are given in this and next 
week’s issues of the Times. 








Lord counseléd me, ‘Go downtown, and 
do the best you can there, and leave 
the rest to me.’ : 
“All went .well at the committee 
meeting. The points of difference 
which I: feared would cause trouble 
were settled satisfactorily to all, and 
soon after noon I returned to my house 
grateful for the day’s results so far.” 
When he came home from, the com- 
mittee meeting on that memorable day, 
he saw in his parlor his friend Evans, 
who had never been in his home before. 
“Tom Evans,” he cried, “what brought 
you: here today—or, rather, what do 
you think brought you? I know, but 
I would like to know what you -think.” 
Then Mr. Evans, an army comrade, 
and one who understood the business 
side of newspapers, told how he had 
been led to come. 


A Strong Impression 

“Last night,” he said, “I was at my 
brother’s home in Shelburne Falls, 
above Greenfield, Massachusetts. This 
morning I started for my home by the 
way of Springfield. Just as I was 
starting, [that was about the time Mr. 
Trumbull was praying over the case] 
a strong impression was borne in upon 
my mind, ‘Go down to Hartford ‘and 
see Clay Trumbull.’ I said to myself, 
‘T’ve nothing to see him for, and it will 
take me out of my way and delay my 
return home.’ Again the impression 


’ the artist 


I. Guided to the Editorial Chair. 
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came, ‘Go down to Hartford and see Clay 
Trumbull.’ So I came, and here I am.” 

“That is right; and now I'll tell you 
what you came for,” said Trumbull. 

The conversation with Mr. Evans re- 
moved the last barrier. Mr. Trumbull: 
became sole editor and part owner of © 
THe Sunpay ScHoot Times, with John 
D. Wattles as its business manager. 

It was by no means easy for Trumbull 
to leave Hartford. He had lived there 
for nearly a quarter of a century. There 
he had been led to Christ; there he had 
been married, and his home had been 
blessed with seven children,. Two of 
these, Fanny,and Henry Camp, had 
died in babyhood. The others, Sophia 
Gallaudet, Mary Prime, Alice Gallaudet, 
Annie Slosson, and Charles Gallaudet 
knew. no other home. thar Hart- 
ford. The youngest child, Katharine 
Gallaudet, was born in the new home 
to which the Trumbulls went. 


Hartford’s Advantages’ - :: 

Hartford is distinctively a city of true 
New England culture and ideals. In 
the Asylum Hill Congregational Church 
alone, a church organized after the war, 
and of which the Trumbulls,. became 
members, there was a remarkable num- 
ber of persons conspicuous for their 
achievements in one.field or another. 
Among those were General and Gover- 
nor—afterwards United States Senator 
—Joseph R. Hawley; Governor Marshall 
Jewell, United States Minister ‘to Rus- 
sia, and Postmaster-General.in Presi- 
dent Grant’s Cabinet; United. States 
Senator Francis Gillette, and. his son 
William Gillette, the playwright and 
actor; Samuel L. Clemens . (“Mark 
Twain”); Charles Dudley Warner; Dr. 
James Hammond Trumbull, his daugh- 
ter Annie Eliot Trumbull, the author; 
his sister Annie Trumbull Slosson, the 
author; his brother Gurdoh Trumbull, 
and author; Rose Terry 
Cooke, the author; Professor Calvin E. 
Stowe, the Bible scholar, husband of 
Harriet Beecher Stowe; Judge Elisha 
Carpenter, of the Supreme Court of 
Connecticut; and the pastor of the 
church, the only one it has had, Chap- 
lain Joseph H. Twichell, known and 
loved everywhere as “Joe Twichell.” 

It meant something for Mr. and Mrs. 
Trumbull to leave such companionship 
and associations, but they confidently 
did so, trusting God for the: ‘outcome. 

When. the move to Philadelphia was’ 
made in July, 1875, Mr. Trumbull ‘said 
to his wife: 

“Alice, if future events should seem 
to show that I have wrecked my’ busi- 
ness prospects, and even my reputation, 
by going to Philadelphia, I Want you to 
know that I was sure, when I left 
Hartford, that God wanted me to go 
there. Whether I personally am to gain 
or lose by the move, God knows. That 





36 (4) 


God clearly indicated His wish for me 
to make the move,:I know. ‘The result 
I am glad to leave with God.” 





The Trumbulls found a_ congenial 
church home in the Walnut Street Pres- 
byterian Church, of which the Rev. 
Stephen W. Dana was the pastor. That 
congregation was representative of the 
best life of a choice section of a noble 
city, and in that church Henry Clay 
Trumbull was a potent factor to the 
end of his days. He led the Bible class 
of its Sunday school until within.a few 
years of his life’s close. His five sons- 
in-law, with the exception of one who 


was a member of: another church, at . 


one time or another superintended the 
school or taught in it, his daughters 
studied and taught there, and his only 
son was pupil, teacher, associate super- 
intendent, superintendent, and now is 
his father’s successor in the leadership 
of the Trumbull Bible Union. When 
Dr. Trumbull was asked to what de- 
nomination he belonged, he was wont 
to say: , 

“I’m a Presbyterian layman, and a 
Congregational clergyman, and the only 
religious body that can call me to ac- 
count and discipline me is the session 
of the Walnut Street Church.” 





The way was not dangerously easy. 
While THE SunpAy ScHooL TIMES was 
even then the most widely circulated 
and most influential Sunday scheol 
newspaper, it had a subscription list of 
less than twenty thousand. The Inter- 
national Lesson System was spreading 
in popularity, but it had its strenuous 
opponents even before it was fairly 
under way. In the issue of THE Sun- 
DAY ScHooL TrmeEs of September 4, 1875, 
wherein Mr. Trumbull’s predecessor, I. 
Newton Baker, announced his final re- 
tirement and welcomed Trumbull to 
the editorial chair, it was related that 
a good sister in a pioneer region, who 
felt that the International selections 
somewhat limited her, thus spoke out 
in meeting: 

“Why d’ye think I want them ’ere 
things that cramps me? I never 
knowed whar the lesson was till last 
’ Sunday, and the next Sunday they tie 
me up to six varses! I’m not training 
with such a slow set. I’m a-goin’ to be 
free; and I'll beat ’em all,—front, aft, 
and behind ’em! I’m going in for a hull 
chapter!” 

Mr. Trumbull gave no sign of being 
“cramped,” and he went in for “a hull 
chapter”—-of radical changes in the 
paper, and masterly strokes that told 
heavily. Around the International sé- 
lections of Bible material he gradually 
built up a structure of commentary, 
and brought into play a galaxy of “side 
lights” that explained and illuminated 
the Bible text as no one else in period- 
ical literature had tried to do. 

Some months after Trumbull and 
Wattles had fairly begun their new 
work,:it became clear that a consider- 
ably larger circulation was essential to 
the very life of the paper. It therefore 
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must be secured. The paper must be 
brought into wider prominence in order 
that its merits might become known. 
The two men had been, going over the 
paper’s financial condition one day, in 
the small office at 610 Chestnut Street, 
and the result was anything but en- 
couraging. Trumbull rose from his seat 
beside Wattles with determination 
showing in every motion of his wiry 
frame. His inner purpose was disclosed 
without delay. , 
“Wattles,” he cried, “come in here 
with me!” And they entered the little 
partitioned room set apart for the Edi- 


tor. “Wattles,” he went.on, “we came 
to this work ‘because the Lord called 
us, didn’t we?” 

John Wattles nodded his assent. 

“Well, John, there is just one thing 
for us to do. We must right now place 
this whole matter in the Lord’s hands, 


and trust Him fully. He called us here, ; 


and He can show us what to do.” 

Then the two kneeled together and 
prayed together, committing their af- 
fairs to One to whom their problems 
were not problems at all. 


(To be continued) 


if He Sad Met Come. 


What a difference there would be in many hearts and lives! 


rW\HE sun shone brilliantly above the 

smoke and haze that- covered the 
lovely valley of Medellin. It was the 
Christmas season. The birds sang 
sweetly and the flowers waved quietly 
in the gentle breeze. It was as if they 
were singing the carols of Christmas, 
rejoicing in the Saviour who had come 
to this earth as a babe so long ago. 

But there were no joyous Christmas 
bells proclaiming the glad tidings from 
the belfries of the churches. There 
were no carols «sung by white-robed 
choirs. From the great cathedrals scat- 
tered throughout the city only the 
drone of the Latin Mass could be heard 
above the quiet murmurings of the 
kneeling people clad in black. Before 
the Virgin Mary, standing cold and 
lifeless on her pedestal, a group of peo- 
ple were bowed in worship and adora- 
tion. The box at her side was filled 
with money, so that she might bestow 
special favors at this season of the year. 

On the. rooftops of the cathedrals 
stood priests throwing out fireworks. 
Their black skirts twisted around their 
‘legs as they ran about, and the knotted 
ropes tied at their waists jumped 
crazily. The people, crowded in the 
street, had to spring away quickly from 
the firecrackers popping at their feet. 
A statue of the Virgin Mary, carried 
oh a small stand by those who were 
doing penance, was rocking precar- 
iously. The stores, now open at Christ- 
mas time, were displaying their wares 
wrapped in tinsel and gay paper. Be- 
neath the picture of the Virgin with 
the Baby Jesus in her arms was a can- 
dle burning, so all might see that the 
storekeepers also were mindful of the 
religious festival. 

Dofia Ester hurriedly passed one of 
the cathedrals, for it was time for her 
to be home getting the supper for her 
large family. To be sure, some of her 
children had flown from the nest, but 
there were always others to take their 
places. As she passed, she saw a young 
priest coming out. of the church, giv- 
ing out fireworks to those who stood 
nearby. A feeling of disgust surged 
through her and she quickly walked on. 


\ 


, By MARJORIE W. WITTIG 


That evening as she sat by the soft 
glow of her dim lamp, she thought of 
the scene she had witnessed that after- 
noon. Recalling the verses she had 
read earlier in the morning, she re- 
membered, “If he had not come .. .” 
If He had not come into her heart, she 
would still be worshiping before the 
Virgin Mary. She would not have a 
heart filled with peace even though, 
many times, the struggle just to live 
had been so difficult. Insurmountable 
problems had been solved many times. 
Her faith had been small, but He was 
not small in His faithfulness. And she 
thought of those of her children who 


were in full-time service for their Lord. ~ 


Oh, yes, this Christmas time was such 
a blessed time, for He was her Saviour! 
He had come! 

The huge city market was alive with 
the expectancy of Christmas. The peo- 
ple crowded into the narrow aisles, 
buying for banquets and _ parties. 
Makeshift booths lined the streets, the 
shelves covered with gay party hats, 
fireworks, trinkets of all kinds, and 
small images of the Virgin. Maria, her 
black face wreathed in a huge smile, 
was carrying on her head a heavy bas- 
ket for market. This was her business. 
She had done it from childhood. Her 
wages were meager. Just a few years 
ago she had taken part in all the fes- 
tivity of her pagan friends. 
given all she could afford into the cof- 
fers of the Virgin. But now life was 
different. Even the huge sacks of mar- 
ket goods she could carry on her back 
were nothing compared to the burden 
that had rolled away when she had 
made the Babe of Bethlehem her Sav- 
iour. - Life’s problems were the same. 
There never was enough money even 
to buy food for herself and two girls. 
But God had worked so many miracles 
in her life! He had given her peace 
that flowed deep and sweet beneath the 
load. If He had not come, she thought, 
she would not know that Christmas was 


such a blessed, joyous occasion, even # 


though she was so very poor. 


(Continued on page 46) 





She had : 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 





Encouragements and warnings from all the world 


HE Bible in the Near East is the 
theme of the current Bulletin of 
the United Bible Societies (Fourth 
Quarter, 1958). I was interested in dis- 
covering in the article on the Armenian 


‘ Church that although throughout the 


year in the Armenian Chirch services, 
1,650 Bible lessons are read aloud, the 
following books are never read in this 
manner: Judges, Ruth, First Chronicles, 
Ezra, Nehemiah, Philemon, and Revela- 
tion. Even though the remainder of 
the Bible is read aloud, this, says the 
author, “does not in itself mean that 
knowledge of the Scriptures is ade- 
quately spread among the people of 
the church, or that the Word of God 
makes an impact on the people through 
the readings in the church. For one 
thing, very few people attend the serv- 
ices during the week; secondly, the 
Bible lessons ‘in the church are read, 
except in rare instances, in the ancient 
classical Armenian, which is properly 
understood by but few of the members 


-of the congregations attending church 


services.” The article on the place of 
the Bible in the Coptic Orthodox 
Church of Egypt would indicate that 
fio part of the Book of the Revelation 
is read aloud. ‘ 

Last year the Japan Bible Society 
distributed 1,800,000 copies of the Scrip- 
tures, making the total number handled 
by the Society since the. war over. 
22,000,000 copies. It should be remem- 
bered that there are only 600,000 Chris- 
tians in Japan’s total population of 
90,000,000. 

From the report on the place of the 
Bible in missions in Syria and Lebanon, 
by the Secretary of the Bible Society 
Sub-Agency for that area, we learn 
that a group of young people from var- 
ious churches and missions in Beirut 
gather the first Sunday of each month 
in the home of Secretary Accad, and, 
after a season of prayer, go out into 
various parts of the town with folding 
tables, on which they display the Scrip- 
tures and sell them to people passing 
by. Twenty-two young people partici- 
pated in the last effort, and in two 
hours they had sold three complete 
Bibles, four New Testaments, and two 
hundred copies of Scripture portions, 
mainly Gospels. (I wonder if some- 
thing like this would not work in our 
own country.) Greek Orthodox clergy 
and laymen, especially younger men 
and women, are becoming more and 
more interested in buying and reading 
the Scriptures; some have started Bible 
classes and others have introduced Sun- 
day school sessions into their churches. 

Mr. Accad relates a most interesting 
story, which I should like to quote in 
full: 

“One of our colporteurs was newly 
appointed to a very fanatical ‘district. 
In fact, he was the first Bible Society 


worker to be appointed permanently 
there, as we thought that the time was 
ripe for such a move. But’ after a few 
months’ of very fruitful activity, the 
colporteur was arrested, ill-treated, im- 
prisoned, and ordered to leave the dis- 
trict within 24 hours. As no reason 
was given for this treatment our agent 
went to see the authorities and to ask 
them about the incident. In response 
to his questions, the responsible secu- 
rity official went to an_ inner room, 
brought out a copy of the Bible saying: 
‘It is because we have caught him sell- 


ing this book.’ ‘Is this all you have 
against him?’ asked the agent. ‘Isn’t 
this enough?’ was the answer, ‘See! 


This is filled with the name of Israel! 
... We have also found this same book 
with other people called the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, who are’forbidden to remain 
in this country.’ ‘Listen,’ said the agent, 
if your own religious book is found 
with some good or some bad people, 
does this affect the quality and the 
tenor of the book itself? . . . And about 
the word ‘Israel,’ aren’t you aware that 
your own religious book mentions this 
word hundreds of times? . . . This book 
is the Bible, the book of the Christian 
Church, and you cannot forbid its sales, 
nor arrest anyone only because he sells 
it!’ ‘You have to prove that this is the 
book of all the Christian churches,’ 
was the answer. At this, our agent 
went and saw all the religious Christian 


heads of the district, bishop, priests, 
pastors, Catholics, Orthodox, Prot- 
estants, Syrians, etc. And as he 


explained to them the case, they imme- 
diately signed their names to a state- 
ment saying. that the Bible was, in fact, 
not only the Book of the entire Chris- 
tian Church but also the means of its 
birth, its foundation stone, and the food 
on which it lives! When the govern- 
mént security official read this, he was 
obliged to withdraw his former order 
and to allow the colporteur to continue 
his work. He also apologized for what 
had been done, promising to keep a 
sympathetic eye on him and to help 
him to carry on his work in spite of the 
intrigues of the fanatical religious 
heads who were the cause, we gathered, 
of what had taken place.” 


Late Statistics for Israel.—Although in 
these columns I have often given sta- 
tistics on contemporary conditions in 
Israel, the latest figures will be of in- 
terest to many. As of March, 1958, 
the total population was estimated at 
1,990,000, including 1,775,000 (eighty-nine 
per cent) Jews and 215,000 (eleven per 
cent) non-Jews. Of the non-Jews, 
mainly Arabs, 150,000 were Moslems, 
45,000 Christians of various denomina- 
tions, and 20,000 Druzes. More than a 
quarter-million adult immigrants have 
studied the Hebrew language and ac- 
quired some knowledge of Hebrew cul- 


“. 


By WILBUR M, SMITH, D.D. 


ture in special government courses dur- 
ing the last ten years. , 


The Printed Page in Missionary Ef} 
fort——The missionary organization, Ori- 
ent Crusades, has recently issued a 
thought-provoking -challenge entitled 
“A War of Words,” which concludes 
with a statement regarding their own 
work in Bible teaching through cor- 
respondence courses. 

“The, atheistic, freedom-destroying 
propaganda of Communist Russia is 
flooding every country in the world, 
in every language. Their attractively 
printed books and magazines can be 
purchased at a fraction of their cost. 
Each year they spend over 3 billion 
dollars to capture the minds of men— 
50 times’ more than the United States 
spends! 

“fhe non-Christian cults are spend- 
ing more to win converts through liter- 
ature than all the evangelical missions 
combined. 

“This battle for the minds of men 
presents an alarming picture to the 
evangelical missionary today. The ex- 
ploding population and literacy figures 
prove that our job of evangelizing the 
world is growing much faster than our 
progress. 

“The phenomenal success of the Com- 
munists and the cults in making con- 
verts of hundreds of millions of people 
in recent years is evidence of the ef- 
fectiveness of the printed page. Your 
Orient Crusades missionaries are’ con- 
vinced that Gospel tracts, papers, Bible 
study courses, and of course the Word 
of God, effectively and prayerfully dis- 
tributed in large quantities, can ~ stem 
the tide of communism and the cults. 

“Spreading the Gospel by radio, city- 
wide crusades, newspaper ads, and 


“Gospel papers, we have provided an 


effective follow-up and Bible teaching, 
program through correspondence courses. 
Over 400,000 have been enrolled in 
these courses designed to lead men and 
women to faith in Christ and spiritual 
growth.” 2 


Medical Needs in Indonesia.—The 


‘ Far ‘East News Service, edited by Rev. 


Dick Hillis, reports that Buton, an 


_ island of Indonesia, with a population 


of 850,000 people, has not had a doctor 
since 1955. This situation is seriously 
aggravated by a smallpox epidemic 
which, if not immediately arrested, 
may prove a serious menace to the en- 
tire Indonesian archipelago. The East 
Japanese Protestant Church, which 
formerly operated a mission hospital 
in this area, offered to reopen its insti- 
tution for the sick but has been pre- 
vented from doing so by the lack of 
medical workers. The hospital and 
clinics in this island are all empty, 
simply because no doctor is available. 
(Continued on page 45) 
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LESSON 4. JANUARY 25. JESUS REVEALS HIS AUTHORITY 


; Matthew 21:1-27; printed text, verses 12,13, 23-27 


; THE KING JAMES VERSION 

_ Matt. 21:12 And Jesus went into the temple of God, and 
cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and 
overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of 


them that sold doves, 


13 And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be 
called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of 


thieves. 


23 And when he was. come into, the temple, the chief priests 
and the elders of the people came unto him as he was teach- 
ing, and said, By what authority doest thou these things? 


and who gave thee this authority? 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE swiftly moving events de- 
ree in this lesson took place 
the first three days of Holy 
Week: sunday (the triumphal entry), 
Monday (the cursing of the fig tree 
and cleansing of the Temple), and Tues- 
day (the challenge to our Lord’s au- 
thority).. A comparison with Mark 11: 
1-33 makes this clear. 

The earthly life of Christ is nearing 
its end. Sense the atmosphere of ten- 
sion, excitement, and suspénse. The 
dramatic climax is near. 

Earlier in His ministry the Saviour 
had frequently revealed His divine 
power. It was clear to all who had 
eyes to see and ears to hear that the 
Messiah was in their midst. But no 
open announcement of His identity was 
to be made until the shadow of Calvary 
fell across His path. (Study Matt. 16: 
20. Here the disciples were enjoined 
to “tell no man that he was Jesus the 
Christ.”) ; 

But now the hour has struck. ' Gol- 
gotha clearly lies ahead. The Lord Jesus 
publicly and officially reveals that He 
is the long-awaited Messiah, the de- 
liverer of Israel. In precise fulfillment 
of prophecy (Zech. 9:9) He enters Jeru- 

‘salem from the east to the roaring ac- 
claim of the people, who at least try 
to understand the meaning of His kingly 
procedure and rend the heavens with 
their shouts of welcoming approval. 

He reveals His Messiahship, too, in 
His exercise of power over nature 
(Matt. 21:18-20) and in the prophetic 
zeal with which He denounces the 
thieving money-changers and drives 
them from the Temple area (vv. 12-16). 

But the reaction: to His Messianic 
conduct is rapid. The unreasoning rab- 
ble regarded Him as “the prophet of 
Nazareth” (v. 11), who might deliver 
them from the yoke of Rome. When 
they later learned that His Kingdom 
was not of this world, they turned 


men? 


Golden Text.—He taught them as one. having authority.—Matt. 7:29 


24 And Jesus answered and said unto them, I also will ask 
you one thing, ‘which if ye tell me, I in like wise will tell 
you by what authority I do these things. 

25 The baptism of John, whence wés it? from heaven, or ‘of 
And they reasoned. with themselves, saying, If we 
‘ shall say, From heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye not 

“then believe him? 
. 26 But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for all 


, hold John as a prophet. 
27 And they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot tell. And 


these things. 
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he said unto them, Neither tell I you’ by what authority I do 
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against Him with the cruel demand, 
“Crucify him.” And the Jewish re- 
ligious leaders, already aroused by His 
previous words and deeds, were “sore 
displeased” (Matt. 21:15), completely 
frustrated (v: 27), and ready, when occa- 
sion should offer, to take drastic steps to 
bring Him to the cross (vv. .45, 46). 


Verse by Verse 


Matthew 21:12.—“Jesus went into the 
temple ... cast out all them that soid 
and bought . . . overthrew the tables of 
the moneychangers .. . the seats of 
them: that sold doves.” This took place 
‘on Monday of Holy Week. For the 
second time Christ exercised His. Mes- 
sianic authority (the first time is de- 
scribed in John 2:13-17). The scene 
was the Court of the Gentiles. Wor- 
shipers from afar changed their money 
into sacred coinage to pay their Temple 
dues and to buy animals or birds for 
sacrifice. Money-changers sat on the 
pavement with their stool-tables before 
them. Benches supported the crates of 
doves. 


Verse 13.—“‘And said .. . It is written, 
My house shall be called the house of 
prayer ... ye have made it a den of 
thieves.” Our Lord defended His dras- 
tic act by an appeal to Scripture, 
Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11. The 
men had desecrated the holy Temple. 
They had transformed it into a rob- 
ber’s den by (1) their stealthy craft- 
iness in cheating the people; (2) their’ 
depriving God of the reverence and 
awe due to His holy name; (3) their 
financial wranglings and _ bickerings 
which ill became the Temple area. 

Verse 23.—“. . . the chief priests and 

. elders ... said, By what authority 
doest thou these things? and who gave 
thee this authority?” This occurred 
on the following day. The religious 
leaders, representing the Sanhedrin 








Dr. . Woodbridge has aes printed, 
loose-leaf outline studies of all the New Tes- 
tament Books. These are for personal. Bib‘e 
study and teaching. If interested, write for 
a descriptive folder to Dr. C. J. Woodbridge, 
P.O. Box 55, Altadena, Calif. 


- following. - 


(scribes were also present, Mark 11:27), 
were not jtist seeking information. 
They were displeased at what they had 
seen and heard (see ‘Matt. 21:15). 
When a teacher appeared on the re- 
ligious scene he was supposed to pre- 
sent his credentials. What rabbi had 
taught the Lord? 
studied? The questions were intended 
to expose and discredit Christ as an 
irresponsible fanatic. 


Verse 24.—“Jesus answered .’. . I also 
will ask you one thing .. . if ye tell me, 
I... will tell you by what authority I 
do these things.” Our Lord’s reply was 
not ‘evasive. As He overturned the 
moneychangers’ tables, so He now 
turned the tables on -His investigators. 
He demonstrated their complete un- 
worthiness to receive the information 
they requested. 


Verse 25.—“The baptism of John, 
whence was it? from heaven, or of men? 
And they reasoned ... If we shall say, 
From heaven; he will say... Why did 
ye not then believe him?” The “bap- 
tism of John” included the message of 
John: in particular, his summons to 
repentance, and his designation of the 
Lord Jesus ‘as Messiah. Christ’s ques- 
tions put His opponents on the horns 
of a dilemma. If they admitted that 
John spoke with divine authority, then 
(1) it was possible to represent God 
without human accreditation, and why 
should they trouble Christ? (2) they 
should have hearkened to John’s mes- 
sage and now, instead of harrassing 
the Saviour, they: should receive Him 
as their Messiah. 


Verse 26—“But if we shall say, Of 
men; we fear the people; for all hold 
John as a prophet.” This was the 
second horn of the dilemma. The re- 
ligious leaders of the Jews did not dare 
to deny publicly that John was sent 
of God. The Baptist still had a strong 
What priest or Pharisee 
wanted to be stoned? (cf. Luke 20:6.) 
The conduct of these hypocrites proved 
their unworthiness; their opinions and 
verdicts depended not on inner con- 


4 


Where had He =' 








it 









tell 


r of 


not 


all 


"We 


—_— oi... ee 




















' 


Lesson for January 25 


victions but on the fickle will of the 
multitude (cf. Matt. 21:46). 


Verse 27—“And they answered Jesus 
... We cannot tell. And he said... 
Neither tell I you by what authority 
I do these things.” Cowardice drove 
the proud and supposedly erudite men 
to a confession of ignorance. . They 
actually said, “We know not” (Gr.): 
Thus they virtually abdicated their 
position of religious knowledge and 
leadership, admitted their lack of spir- 
itual insight, and proved their moral 
failure. Why should Christ answer the 
questions of such people? Pearls of 
wisdom are not to be tossed about 
lightly (see Matt. 7:6). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

One basic truth stands out in ‘bold 
relief: Jesus of Nazareth, soon to die 
for the sins of a lost world, was the 
mighty, long-anticipated Messiah of 
Israel. The prophets of old had an- 
nounced His advent. The “son of 
David” (Matt. 21:15), He would enter 
the city of David majestically to the 
joyous shout of its inhabitants. - He 
would ride on a colt, lowly but in regal 
splendor (study Zech. 9:9 carefully). 
In His triumphant entry the Lord Jesus 
fulfilled these prophecies in detail. 

A few hours later He demonstrated 
His Messianic authority. To the amaze- 
ment of His disciples He exhibited His 
supernatural control of nature. The 
withered fig tree showed His power and 
furnished Him with a vivid illustration 
of the efficacy of confident faith (Matt. 
21:21, 22). And then, probably: to the 
astonishment of the rabble who had 
welcomed Him the day before He over- 
threw, not the local Roman authorities 
whose presence in Palestine seemed to 
pious Jews an impious desecration of 
the Holy Land, but renegade Jewish 
money-changers whose financial trans- 
actions desecrated the house of God. 

Our Lord’s conduct showed that the 
popular notion concerriing the Messiah 
was false. 
earthly conqueror. He was and is for- 
ever God. The voice that commanded 
the fig tree and it obeyed, and that re- 
pudiated on the basis of Scripture (Matt. 
21:13) the iniquitious scoundrels in the 
Temple area, was the voice of the Son 
of God. 

Of the family of David, Christ came 
unto His own people the Jews. This 
was their last chance to understand 
who He was and to open their hearts 
to His divine, not merely earthly sal- 
vation. But what happened? “His 
own received him not” (John 1:11). 
The motley host wanted immediate 
political deliverance. The _ religious 
leaders determined to maintain their 
control over the people. They rejected 
any form of intervention, whether Mes- 
sianic or divine. They challenged the 
authority of the Saviour (Matt. 21: 
23). And although they lost this par- 
ticular verbal skirmish ignominiously, 
they later rallied their wicked forces 
and ultimately brought the Lord Jesus, 
their rejected Messiah, to the cross. 

Little did they realize that this re- 
jection, also prophesied in Scripture 


He was far more than an, : 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


8. January 18.—Jesus Emphasizes the 
Cost of Greatness. ............ Mark 10:32-45 


Next Week’s Lesson 


5. February 1.—Jesus Guettoned 
About the Tribute. ..... ..Lu -” 20:19-26 





es 





(see Isa. 53:3), would open the door: to 
the proclamation of the Gospel of the 
grace of God, not to Jews alone but to 
Gentiles as well; not to the residents of 
Jerusalem only but to the uttermost 
part of the earth (see Acts 1:8; Rom. 
1:16). 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Christ’s Messianic authority revealed 
(Matt. 21: 1-11) 

2. Christ’s Messianic authority exer- 
cised (vv. 12-22) 

3. Christ’s Messianic 
lenged (vv. 23-27) 


Topics for Development 


The Prophecies of Zechariah. Notice 
how meticulously Zechariah 9:9 was 
fulfilled in Christ’s triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. Shouts of rejoicing rent the 
air as the King arrived upon the colt. 
The validity of the prophet’s words 
was proved by the actual occurrence of 
the events he predicted. 

A bit later in Zechariah the second 
coming of Christ for the Battle of 
Armageddon is announced in detail. 
Study especially Zechariah 12;2-10; 14: 
1-4, 9. If the prophet’s words were re- 
liable in connection with Christ’s pres- 
entation of Himself to Israel as their 
Messiah, surely his declarations con- 
cerning the Saviour’s return to the 
earth in power are trustworthy. 

Christ and the Scriptures. The Lord 
Jesus entered Jerusalem exactly as pre- 
dicted in the Old Testament. He drove 
out the money-changers on the basis 


authority  chal- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HAT Old Testament prophet fore- 
told Christ’s triumphal entry? 


2. What two Messianic character- 


‘istics are revealed in our Lord’s riding 


upon a colt? 

3. Who did the yelling multitude be- 
lieve Christ really was? 

4. Why did they 
Him? 

5. Why were the religious leaders 
displeased at the Lord’s zeal for the 
Temple? (Matt. 21:15.) 

6. How do we know that Christ was 
familiar with the Psalms? 

7. What. aspect of effectual prayer 
does the Saviour emphasize in con- 
nection with the barren fig tree? 

8. Why did our Lord refuse to re- 
veal to the chid¢f priests and elders the 
source of His authority? 

9. How were the religious leaders 
ensnared by His question? 

10. What benefits did Christ’s rejection 
by the Jews bring to a lost world? 


later repudiate 


(Answers on page 44) 
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of the Word of God (see Matt. 21:13). 
He governed His conduct in these in- 
stances in accordance with the revela- 
tion of God. . If He, the holy, omniscient 
Son of God, had such a high view of 
the written Word, how much more 
should we! He is our divine authority. 


Practical Applications 


The shouting crowds later prove to 
be fickle. They blew hot and cold. 
Stability is a virtue to be cherished 
and cultivated. What we sing and pray 
on Sunday should be reflected. in our 
speech and conduct later in the week. 

The Lord’s house must be kept pure. 
To traffic in sacred matters is sinful. 
“Simony” is “using holy things for one’s . 
personal advantage.” (The word is de- 
rived from Simon the sorcerer; see Acts 
8: 9-24.) 

The body of the believer is a temple 
of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19). Noth- 
ing unworthy must be permitted— 
whether it be lust, covetousness, or 
pride—within its hallowed precincts. 

Christ said that a mountain would 
obey faith. What is your mountain? 
What trial besets you? Do not book 
passage to the Matterhorn! Get on your 
knees and commit your burden or 
decision in confident faith to your 
Heavenly Father. 

The Pharisees’ religious convictions 
were determined by popular opinion 
(see Matt. 21:26, 27). What governs: 
ours? The changing whims and atti- 
tudes of men or the everlasting Word 
of God? 


Golden Text 

Matt. 7:29.—“He taught them as, one 
having authority.”. Our Lord’s author- 
ity was not rabbinical or academic. It 
was ‘divine. It was reflected in the 
tone of His voice, in His confident 
serenity, in the heavenly origin of His 
words, and in their obvious impact on 
men and nature. i. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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From the, Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTEeD HYMNS 
“Oo for a Thousand Tongues To Sing” 
“In Loving Kindness Jesus Came” 
“Come Every Soul by Sin Oppressed” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, whose love has 
given us Christ, our Saviour, we thank 
Thee for Him and His saving, cleansing 
work in those who turn to Him. Bless 
this lesson today in drawing souls to 
Christ. Use it to strengthen our faith 
in Him and to deepen our experience 
of His saving power. Let Thy mercy 
reach out to the slaves of sin and 
Satan that they may be saved. Bless 
our missionaries overseas and in this 
land that their work may reach many 
for Christ. Give us a loving concern 
for those far fronr Thee that we may 
pray and work for their conversion. 
Bless our teachers, our pastor, and all 
the workers in our church and Sunday 
school that they may be more and more 
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wisdom, daily guidance,} and help for 
every time of need that we may be 
faithful to Thee always. To those in 
trouble, pain, and distress give comfort 
and aid. To leaders of men give honor 
and truth, wisdom to. know, and 
strength to do the right. So may justice 
be done and peace be granted to all 
people and at last the return and reign 
of our Saviour come. Hear us for His 
sake and glory. Amen. 


After the Lesson—The religious 
leaders were indignant about Christ’s 
driving the traders and money-changers 
from the Temple. They were in charge 
of the Temple. What right had He to 
do such a thing? So they asked Him 
what authority He had to act so. In 
reply Jesus asked them whether or not 
John the -Baptist was a God-sent 
prophet. This was to remind them of 
what John had said of Jesus. If “they 
took John for a true prophet, they must 
believe that Jesus had God behind Him 
in what He did. 

Jchn had said Jesus was the Lamb 
of God come to take away the sins of 
the world and that He would baptize 
men with the Holy Spirit. As the 
Lamb of God He would answer for sin 
that it might be forgiven. As the Bap- 
tizer with the Holy Spirit, He would 
change lives so that unjust and dis- 
honest folk would be just_and honest, 
impure people become. pure, and evil 
ones become good. This One who had 





EBREW TEMPLE 


CLEANSER OF THE UMAN HEART 











cleansed the Temple was the cleanser 
of human hearts and lives. He claims 
the right to rule us and that He has the 
right is seen in the way He cleanses 
and remakes those, who yield to His 
control. Put yourself under Him, be a 
true, whole-hearted disciple of His, and 
you will prove for yourself His power 
to cleanse your heart and life. 
Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Jesus ... overthrew the tables 
of the moneychangers .. .” (Matt. 21: 
12).—If we could imagine a man walk- 
ing into a cathedral in a South Ameri- 
can city, throwing down all the images, 
and saying, “My God forbade the mak- 
ing of images, and you have filled this 
place with them,” we would have a 
faint idea of what happened on the day 
the Lord Jesus entered the Temple in 
Jerusalem. 

. Mr. Spurgeon remarked that “the 
sellers were the more permanently ob- 
structive, the more constantly offensive, 
so they were driven out first; but as 
there would have been no sellers if 
there had not been buyers, they must 
be cast out also. Those who kept the 


used to win souls and strengthen Chris- - 
tians. Give us humble hearts, heavenly 
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tables of the moneychangers might 
have pleaded that they were there for 
the public convenience, since they sup- 
plied shekels and other monies of the 
sanctuary in lieu of Roman coin. The 
seats of them that sold doves seemed 
licensed, since they dealt in young pi- 
geons and turtle doves for the sacrifices. 
But these traders were not in this 
serving God, but making profit for 
themselves, and therefore our Lord 
overthrew all their arrangements, and 
cleared the holy place.” ; 

All the spectators were dumb with 
amazement. 

When the destroying angel passed 
through the land of Egypt on his mis- 
sion of judgment, not even the barking 
of a dog broke the midnight silence 
(Exod. 11:7). 

These incidents reveal the ease with 
which the Lord Jesus shall set all thing? 
right, when He takes to Himself His 
great power and reigns. All spectators, 
and would-be hinderers shall be still 
and know that He is God (Psa. 46). 


“. . . My house shall be called the 
house of prayer...” (Matt. 21:13) — 
The main weapon the Lord used in ac- 
complishing the work in the Temple 
was “the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of; God.” And that is the 
sword He will use on His enemies 
when He is manifested as King -of 
kings, and Lord of lords (Rev. 19:15, 
21). Oh, that all followers of the Lamb 
could skillfully wield that Word which 
is living and powerful, “and is keener 
than the sharpest two-edged sword. It 
pierces even to the severance of soul 
from spirit, and penetrates between the 
joints and the marrow, and it can dis- 
cern the secret thoughts and purposes 
of the heart”! (Weymouth, Heb. 4:12.) 

Instead of saying, “pierces,” the Chi- 
nese national returned a gift Bible to 
the ‘missionary, “because,” said he, 
“every time I read it, it kicks me.” It 
not only “kicks,” it also comforts, en- 
lightens, nourishes, and satisfies. 

“By what authority doest thou these 
things . . .” (Matt. 21:23).—The chief 
priests and elders had the night in 
which to reflect on what had occurred 
and to decide on their next move. 
Their decision was to question—not 
acknowledge—His authority. 

There was everything about His 
words, works, and .manners to convince 
them that Jehovah, the King of Israel, 
was in their midst. Their audacity in 
sitting in judgment on His authority 
makes one think of the words of Shake- 
speare: 


man, proud man 
Dress’d in a little brief authority,— 
Most ignorant of what he’s most assur’d, 
His glassy essence,—like an angry ape, 
Plays. such fantastic tricks Crore high 
heaven 
As make the angels weep... 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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“The baptism of John, whence was 
it... ?” (Matt. 21:25.)—The Lord an- 
swers their question by the forceful 
method of asking another one. Being 
the religious leaders of the nation, they 
assumed to be judges, capable of ren- 
dering a verdict on a person’s creden- 
tials. So, the Lord asks them for their 
considered judgment of John’s baptism. 
Was it from Heaven or of men? 

“He who “knew what was in man” 
(John 2:25) lets us in on a choice bit 
of human reasoning. His destructive 
critics turned the question over in their 
minds, and reasoned: “If we shall say, 
From heaven; he will say unto us, 
Why did ye not then believe him? But 
if we shall say, Of men; we fear the 
people; for all hold John as a prophet.” 

Then, while impaled on the horns of 
the dilemma, instead of honestly say- 
ing, “We will not tell,” they said, “we 
cannot tell.” So saying, they disquali- 
fied themselves as being capable judges 
of authority. And the Lord simply 
said, “Neither tell I you by what au- 
thority I do these things.” 

“He taught them as one having au- 
thority .. .” (Matt. 7:29).—The Roman 
Empire did not give Him His authority, 
nor did the Jewish Sanhedrin. His au- 
thority was of the Father. 

He said, “I speak therefore, even as 
the Father said unto me” (John 12: 
49, 50). 

After reading our text, a preacher 
prayed: “My Saviour, grant to me that 
I may not care to astonish people, but 
may I be enabled, to win them for 
Thee; and if, with my utmost en- 
deavors, I do astonish them, and noth- 
ing more, may I never complain; for 
how should the disciple be above his 
Lord!” 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, questions and question- 

ing are useful and profitable. Much 
learning is acquired by questioning. 
You can pinpoint what you want to 
know by questioning. It is a timesaver. 
To paraphrase a radio plug, “You get 
what} you want when you want it.”’ 

But questions are used sometimes as 
a snare. A shrewd lawyer can do this 
in cdurt and confuse a witness. The 
scribes and Pharisees practiced it on 
Jesus, but their evily designed questions 
proved to be boomerangs. After a rash 
of such questioning attacks, Matthew 
22:46 says, “And no man was able to 
answer him a word, neither durst any 
man from that day forth ask him any) 
more questions.” 

In our lesson text today the chief 
priests and elders are questioning Jesus’ 
authority for driving the money- 
changers out of the Temple, but He put 
them on the defensive and they. were 
crushed by their own confusion. This 
and the next three lessons are filled 
with questionings of Jesus—some in all 
sincerity by the disciples, but others 
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stand. The Bible is it! 
with authority. Nowhere in the Bible’ 





in the effort to “entangle him in his 


_ talk” (Matt. 22:15). 


They should have known better. Al- 
ready they had been astonished by His 
wise words, unmistakable authority be- 
ing shown in His manner and teachings, 
by the miracles which He performed, 
and by the power of His mere word 


over diseases and devils. These men 


were the Devil’s own servants. There 
are many such today, and they never 
seem to realize until too late that their 
master will allow them to walk right 
into disaster—caught in their own trap. 

But there is one kind of questioning 
which we do want to practice. One of 
the wisest things a fellow can do is to 
make it a rule to ask Jesus somé ques- 
tions every day—in His Word, for He 
is the Word (see John 1:1). Make a 
place for it in your day’s schedule—in 
the morning ffrst thing if possible, or 
very soon after you are up. Open 
your Bible with a question, and let that 
question be, “Lord Jesus, what would 
You like to tell me today, out of these 
erses of Scripture which I am about 
to read? What thing in my life would 
You warn me against, or, what thing 
should I do that I am not doing? Or 
is there a better way I should try? 
Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth.” 
You do not have to make a long 
prayer. Just keep in touch; and_ the 
beautiful thing about it is you can repeat 
it all through the day—He is so instantly 
accessible. The clock in your car is 
run by an electric impulse. It is so con- 
structed that it automatically touches 
the battery every three minutes. That 
instant touch gives it the power to run 
the next three minutes, when the con- 
tact is repeated. The hands on the 
clock go steadily and accurately around 
the face of the dial. The only difference 
is that automobile clocks get tired and 
quit, while the Source of prayer power 
never fails. He is always there, closer 
than your elbow, with the answer to 
your every need. 

No trusting Christian need ever be 
in confusion. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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The. Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Something on Which To Stand.—He 

taught them as one having authority 
(Matt. 7:29, Golden ‘Text). “People .to- 
day are looking for the voice of au- 
thority. They have tried the scientist, 
the politician, the philosopher. They 
want something on which they can 
Jesus spoke 
does it quote Jesus as saying, ‘I think 
S80; maybe this is the answer.’ God 
Said, ‘This is the way, walk ye in it’ 
(Isa. 30:21). Jesus said, ‘I am the way, 
the truth, and the life: no man cometh 


_unto the Father, but by me.’”—From 
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Billy Graham, in the Church Herald. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


The Purpose of the Place.—Jesus 
went into the temple of God (Matt. 21: 
12). When Jesus came into God’s house, 
He welcomed children’s praises, He 
opened blind eyes, He caused Mr. 
Ready-To-Halt to cast away his 
crutches, He cleansed ‘away all money- 
getting except by outright gift to God, 
and He emphasized the purpose of the 
place. It was to be a “house of prayer.” 
Oh, ‘that on January 25, 1959, He would 
do all these things in our churches and 
Sunday schools, and Himself teach there 
as in Luke 19:47! Oh, that all who 
come would come to worship and to 
pray, not to get Christian fellowship 
or arrange for bazaars and suppers and 
sausage-sizzles or to sell religious pub- 
lications. It is wonderful that our 
Heavenly Father has to seek for those 
jwho will worship Him in spirit and in 
truth—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Stussex, Eng. Prize illustra- 
tion. . 


God’s Law Is Twofold.—It is written, 
My house shall be called the hovlse of 
prayer; but ye have made it a den of 
thieves . (Matt. 21:13). An _ old-time 
minister put up a tent in a town in 
Oklahoma, the only place of worship 
in a town of twenty gambling joints. 
One night he rose to speak and saw a 
man test the edge of a bowie knife. 
Another examined a six-shooter. But 
a thorny character known as “Black- 
jack” got up and dragged a Winchester 
from under his seat.. He stomped to 
the platform, slammed a shell into the 
gunbreach, drew the hammer, and said, 
“All right, Parson, give it to ’°em! And 
nary a man will lift a finger agin ye 
while I’m a-settin’ here!” For one min- 
ute the minister got a glimpse of how 
it is with God’s:law. God’s Word says, 
“The name of the Lord is a strong 
tower.” A_ strong tower would be 
frightening or comforting depending on 


whether you were on the inside or out- ~ 


side of it!—From War Cry. Sent by 
Leslie E. Dunkin, South Bend, Ind. 


The Higher Authority—By what au- 
thority doest thou these things? (Matt. 
21:23.) It. is related that, during the 
persecution of the Covenanters in Scot- 
land, a group of soldiers came upon a 
small company of worshipers. The 
leader caught hold of the minister, and, 
shaking him roughly, said, “In the name 
of the king, I order you to stop this 
service!” ‘The brave minister replied, 
“And I, sir, on the authority of the King 
of kings, bid you take your hands off 
His servant, and allow us to continue 
our worship.” To the amazement of 
the ‘frightened worshipers, the soldiers 
rode off. It wasn’t always this way, of 
course. Many Christians had to seal 
their testimony with their blood. So 
let us in these troubled times take heart. 
Our God is still King of kings and Lord 
of all the earth—From the Christian 
World. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 


Definitions ‘That Do-Not Define.—I 
also will ask you one thing, which if 
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ye tell me;... (Matt. 21:24). They tell 


‘us that on one occasion Mr. Huxley 


used this question with his students: 
“What is a lobster?” One wrote this 
reply: “A lobster is a red fish that 
moves backwards.” When Huxley re- 
ceived that examination paper he wrote 
on the margin, “This is good but for 
three things. A lobster is not a fish, it 
is not red,-and it does not move back- 
wards. Besides these little omissions 
your answer may be quoted as correct.” 
And when men talk to me about this 
and that science, and I discover they 
are trying to put away every word of 
plain teaching that prevents their get- 
ting into Heaven as they are, I want to’ 
strike their definition out of the cata-, 
logue of Christian terms, for it does not 
belong there—From Dr. W. B. Riley. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, 
Nebr. Wess 


He Knows the Answers.—The bap- 
tism of John, whence was it? from 
heaven, or of men? (Matt. 21:25.) The 
Lord Jesus was never perplexed nor 
nonplused nor put in a quandary by His 
enernies. Being the omniscient, all- 
knowing Son of God, He had ready 
answers for His enemies who sought to 
entrap Him. He -knew the answer to 
the question concerning John. John’s 
ministry was of God, from Heaven, 
“There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John” (John 1:6). John’s 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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‘baptism was from Heaven. All that is 
of lasting worth-whileness must be 
from Heaven. The fire that consumed 
Elijah’s sacrifice was from Heaven. The 
destruction of the Assyrian army was 
from Heaven: “And it came to pass that 
night, that the angel of the Lord went 
out, and smote in the camp of the As- 
syrians an hundred fourscore and five 
thousand” (2 Kings 19:35). The de- 
liverance of Paul and Silas from prison 
was from Heaven: “And suddenly there 
was a great earthquake, so that the 
foundations of the prison were shaken” 
(Acts. 16:26). All that we have is 
“from above, and cometh down from 
the Father of lights” (Jas. 1:17). David 
Lloyd George realized this truth. On a 
gray morning during World War I, the 
Prime Minister of Britain, David Lloyd 
George, stood grim-visaged before his 
compeers, the members of the British 
Cabinet. The seriousness of the situ- 
ation was evident upon the faces of all. 
Said David Lloyd George: “Gentlemen, 
we are fighting with our backs to the 
wall. The only way out is up! Our 
only hope is God! Let us pray!”— 
Adapted from Bible Expositor and II- 
luminator. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


None So Blind.—And they answered 
Jesus, and said, We cannot tell. And he 
said unto them, Neither tell I you by 
what authority I do these things” (Matt. 
21:27). Too often concrete facts have 
not availed against preconceived no- 
tions and prejudices. When Galileo was 
summoned before the Inquisition to be 
tried for the “heresy” of affirming the 
revolution of the earth, he said to the 
judges: “I can convince you. Here is 
my telescope, look through it, and you 
shall see the moons of Jupiter.” They 
refused to look. They were certain 
that the earth did not revolve around 
the sun, and no evidence could con- 
vince them otherwise!—From Earnest 
Worker. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


UR lesson last week brought out 

the humility of our Saviour. To- 
day’s lesson is on His authority. Some 
people couple humility with weakness, 
, but this is a great mistake. No one 
was ever as humble as our Lord, yet 
He has complete authority over His 
whole creation. Some of those He 
created do not own His authority now, 
but they will some day. 

As we read from Matthew 21 this 
morning, let us make a list of those 
who yielded to Christ’s authority. Read 
verses 1-11. (His disciples, the owner 
of the colt, the colt, the multitude.) 
Very good. All these seem to have 
been glad to own His authority. 

Next read verses 12 and 13. 
we must add “the money-changers” to 
our list. These also yielded to His 
authority, but only because they were 
unable to resist. Why were they un- 
able to resist? Jesus had entered the 


Now 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Temple without soldiers, weapons, or 
police. Had any ordinary man ordered 
them ‘to leave, the money-changers 
would have cast him out. But Jesus 
was Son of God as well as Son of man 
and they had to obey Him instantly. 

Now read verses 23-27. Notice the 
questions the chief priests asked Jesus. 
He could have answered, “I have su- 
preme authority over the whole uni- 
verse, for I created all things. Your 
every heartbeat is under My control.” 
But He did not. Instead of telling them 
that He was the Creator, He asked them 
a question. What was it? (Was the 
baptism of John from Heaven or of 
men?) Right. See how the evil hearts 
of these men betray them! Instead of 
consulting one another as to what 
really was the truth, they only discuss 
how either answer they might make 
would affect them. When they decided 
that either reply would involve them 
in difficulties, what did they say? (“We 
cannot tell.”) Yes. Jesus did not say 
that He could not answer their ques- 
tions about His authority, but that He 
was -not going to. God does not reveal 
truth:to those who do not really care 
to know. 

We find people in the world today 
who gladly recognize Christ’s authority 
over them, because they love Him. 
Others resist it now, but all will surely 
bow to it finally, as Philippians 2:5-11 
tells us. Let us learn verse 6 today: 
“Who, being in the form of God, thought 
it not -robbery to be equal with God.” 
Christ Jesus was equal with God, for 
He was God; this equality was not 
something to be “grasped after.” He 
humbled Himself to become man, and 
that in order to die on the cross for us. 

Recognizing His authority over us is 
tremendously important to our Chris- 
tian lives. In fact, no one can live as a 
Christian should until he has accepted 
Christ as Lord as well as Saviour! 
Some Christians do this at their con- 
version, and so start growing right 
away. Others consecrate their lives to 
Christ in a second great experience. 
Those who never reach this point re- 
main spiritual dwarfs, if they are saved 
at all. . 

’ Let me tell you of a Christian college 
girl whe came to see that she owed 
obedience to Christ. At first she hes- 
itated to surrender fully to Him because 
her chum was unsaved; she had been 
going with her to places of worldly 
amusement, which she knew she must 
discontinue if she yielded all to Christ. 
Betty said that she would be willing to 
give up these things, if it were not for 
Violet, but she felt that she could not 
bear the loss of her friendship. Our 
Christian group prayed that she would 
come to see that the love of Christ was 
more precious than any earthly friend- 
ship. At last she surrendered fully to 
Him, regardless of consequences. She 


had such joy in the Lord after this, . 


that both professors and students re- 
marked on the change in her. Less 
than two weeks after this, Violet came 
to us exclaiming, “I want to be saved, 
too! I must-have what Betty has!” 


The thing Betty had feared would sever 
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their friendship,.made it eternal! Be- 
fore this, Betty had been no spiritual 
help to her friend, but after she owned 
the authority of Christ in her life, He 
used her to win Violet! 


If you have hesitated to make this. 


great decision, ask the Lord to give 
you a fresh glimpse of Himself, a new 
realization of what your salvation cost 
Him at Calvary. When this happens to 
you, you will say with Frances Ridley 
Havergal, “All that I am and all that I 
have, shall henceforth be Thiné own.” 

Read Mark 2:1-12 before you have 
your pupil read “Story 8” in his book. 
Stress the fact: that Jesus has authority 
to forgive sins, as well as to make 
bodies well and strong. Teach the 
“cross cat” sound f and the words “four” 
and “friends.” Then teach him the 
Memory Verse and encourage him to 
draw the picture. : 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


What Jesus Expects at Church 
(Matt. 21:10-13) 

UPPOSE the Lord Jesus in person 

were coming to Orono (or your 
town)! What kind of welcome would 
the people give Him? What would you 
do? (Reference may be made to the 
reception given to some outstanding 
person locally or to one seen on tele- 
vision.) 

Storyteller Matthew, who must have 
been right there, is on hand this morn- 
ing to give us an on-the-spot report of 
the Lord Jesus’ welcome to Jerusalem. 
The city is full of crowds who have 
come or are coming in for the great 
Passover Feast. Excitement is in the 
air. Now the group in which the Lord 
Jesus is traveling approaches the city. 
We will let Matthew tell us’ what he 
sees and hears. (Convert the past 
tenses of the narrative in Matthew 21: 
1-5 to the present progressive as a radio 
or television reporter might“ do.) 
“They are drawing nigh unto Jeru- 
Salem, and are coming to Bethphage, 
unto the Mount of Olives. Now Jesus 
is sending two disciples.” (While we 
are waiting for the return of His mes- 
sengers, you may be interested to find 
the Old Testament prediction in Zech- 
ariah 9:9 which is now being fulfilled, 
though the messengers themselves do 
not realize it.) ‘“The disciples went, 
and did as Jesus commanded them. 
Now they are bringing the ass, and the 
colt.” (Continue in the present tense! 
with Matt. 21:7-9.) . Here we have an- 
other reference to the Old Testament, 
one of their religious songs of. praise 
and prayer. While the air resounds 
with their cheers, you can find the 
words in Psalm 118:25, 26. “Hosanna” 


‘is their Hebrew word for “save now.” . 


Back to the crowds as the Lord enters 
the city gate! (Continue with Matt. 
21:10-13 in the present progressive 
tense, inserting “He” in place of the 
connective “and,” as though reporting 
each new incident as seen.) Isaiah 
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loud whispers. Jimmy noticed that his 


Lesson for January 25 


(56:7) is the Old Testament prophet 
He is quoting. I wonder if you know 
why the cattle and doves are being 


sold at the Temple,.and why branch 


banks have been set up there. (Explain 
that the thousands of pilgrims from far 
away have to buy their offerings for 
sacrifices after they get to Jerusalem 
and not drive or carry the animals 
long distances, and that the Temple tax 
for every man must be paid in Hebrew 
money.) Unfair prices, too, right in 
the house of the Lord! 

Now the Temple has been cleared of 
the crooked businéssmen. Here come 
others! (Matt. 21:14, 15.) Again the 
Lord quotes one of their Old Testament 
songs, Psalm 8:2. It is:nice to know 
that the Lord likes one kind of noise 
from children! And so that Sunday 
ends in Jerusalem. (Move bookmarks 
«to Matt. 21; Mark 11; Luke 19:29; John 
12: 12.) ’ 

Just imagine now that the Lord is 
walking through the door of our church 
into His house here, right into our class- 
room! How would He like what goes 
on here? (Discuss.) Are we quiet so 
that prayer is not disturbed? Are 
we honest and well-behaved? Is our 
praise from hearts that thrill at ‘His 
love and presence, like those boys in 
the Temple? 

“It is written, My house shall be 
called the house of prayer” (Matt. 21: 
13, Memory Verse). Let us make it 
that right now. Let us pray not only 
for ourselves, our sins -and troubles, 
but for all nations, that they may know 
the Lord and have their houses of 
prayer and: praise, and that there may 
be peace and love—not cheating or hate 
—between the different nations and 
races. (The week this is being written 
is the time that two synagogues have 
been bombed.) After a quiet time of 
pupil prayer, have the children select 
their ‘favorite praise songs for a happy 
closing worship. 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


IMMY had moved with his parents 

to a new town. Moving to a new 
town, of course, meant moving to a new 
church. And finding a new church 
home was very serious business for 
Jimmy’s family. Quite naturally, the 
first Sunday they went to a church 
that they thought was like theirs at 
home. But when they walked into the 
church they knew at once that it was 
different from theirs at home. It 
seemed to Jimmy that the people were 
rushing around as if they were going to 
a picnic instead of to church. Inside, 
each one took a seat, bowed his head, 
and prayed briefly. But then, instead 
of sitting quietly, as Jimmy had been 
taught, the people talked to others in 
back of them or alongside of them or in 
front of them. Oh, they did not talk 
as loudly. But they talked in rather 
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“My American Bible Check 
Always Comes on Time” 


_ When you invest in an American 
Bible ‘Society Annuity Agreement 
you have nothing to worry about! 

Your first check arrives almost im- 
mediately, and you can expect the 
same amount regularly thereafter, re- 
gardless of world conditions or eco- 
nomic ups and downs. And what a 
lot of taxes you save! 

Take the case of Mrs. Dowe. 
When she bought a $1,000 Annuity 
at age 65, she was guaranteed an in- 
come of $50 a year for the rest of her 
life. $40.60 of this amount would be 
tax-free income each year. And in 
addition she obtained an income tax 


deduction of $268.80, as a contribu- 
tion to the Society. 

By buying her Annuity from the 
Society she not only gained rock- - 
ribbed security, she helped in its vital 
ministry of providing the. Scriptures 
in more than 250 languages, and in 


‘reading systems for the Blind. 


Annuity Agreements may be pur- 
chased for $100 up. Send for infor- 
mation today. 


eeeeeveeveeeeeeeee eee eee ee 


‘ Prompt, full payments 
: without fail 
zs for over a century 









AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 





Please send me; without obligation, your booklet SS-91, 
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End Worry | 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
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ABS. | entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
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PASTORATE WANTED: Independent min- 


‘ister, Bible trained in soul-winning, prison chap- 
lain 20 years, 9 years in pastorate. Willing to 
work with new group. Write Adv. No. 860, The 

- Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 
5, Pa. 





PEWS. PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR Fi'ee CATALOG ll 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & vo 


‘DEPT, 102 SCRANTON 2, P 


“HOW GREAT THOU ART” 


FREE COPIES of this greatly blessed hymn avail- 
able for churches, choirs, individuals, Enclose 
postage. State number required. 
INDO-BURMA PIONEER MISSION 
Box 185, Toronto 7, Canada 
























McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search reprints of the orig- 
inal 1879 revised editions of the famous McGuffey’s 
Readers have been completed and you can now pur- 
chasé exact copies at the following low prices 


Dost pai 
First Reader $2.25 Fourth Reader $3.25 
Second Reader ...-2.50 Fifth Reader 3.50 
Third Reader 2.75 Sixth Reader _. 3.75 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SY-1, Rowan, lowa 


SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in ‘every mail from 
Africa.’ Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous ‘young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 























THE DOORWAY TO HEAVEN 

150 Daily Devotions—like living water in a 
7 season are these one-page daily devotions 
selected by Miss Inez Kemper—poetry and 
prose alternated in a refreshing way. 

This is an excellent gift book for the New 
Year, for a birthday, or any time. Price $2.50 
postpaid. f 

Order from Inez Kemper 
P. O. Box 562, Main Office 
LOS ANGELES 53, CALIFORNIA 





1, For one penny 
a day you can become 
one of the supporters. 
of our Isabelle Or- 
phanage at Pusan, 
Korea. 

2. If you wish to 
invest one penny a 
day for the little or- 
phans of Korea, we 
will send you a bank 
mounted with beauti- 
ful wooden figure 
made by our teenage 
boys. 

3. “For where your 
treasure is, there will 
your heart’ be also.” 
—Matt. 6:21. 


_ Write to: 
The Korea Gospel Mission, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 291 
Inglewood, California 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


parents were having a difficult time as 
they waited for church to begin. He 
knew that usually they sat quietly and 
they had’ explained to him when he was 
very little, that they were meditating. 
They had taught him that when a per- 
son thinks about God and His Word, 
that person is meditating. To medi- 
tate when there was so much noise, 
was almost impossible, Jimmy could 
tell. 

Though his parents said nothing to 
him afterward, the next Sunday his 
father drove to another church. At 
once Jimmy knew that this was not 
like home. The men stood around out- 
side smoking. Inside it was quiet 
enough beforehand, and the minister 
even preached a good sermon. But 
why, Jimmy wondered, was his family 
the only ones who brought their Bibles 
to God’s house? H God’s Word should 
be studied in God’s house, why didn’t 
people bring their Bibles? And if peo- 
ple truly loved God and His Word, how 
could they: smoke at any place—and 
especially outside of God’s house? No, 
Jimmy decided, this certainly was not 
like their church at home. 

Again his parents did not mention 
anything to him. But the next Sunday 
his father drove to a third chureh. Here 
again it was much like the last Sunday. 
Excepting that the sermon was not 
about the Bible at all. And _ besides 
that, the minister announced about a 
big church supper and bazaar that they 
were having to raise money for the 
church. This was something _ that 
Jimmy had never heard of. Whenever 
money was needed for his old church, 
the minister simply told the people of 
the need, read a few verses of Scripture 
which explained about giving to God, 
and the people either put the money in 
the plates when they were passed, or in 
boxes at the back of the church after 
the service. ; 

The next Sunday they went back to 
the first church—the noisy one. On 
the way Daddy said, “I met the min- 
ister of this church and had a nice talk 
with him. I told him how we had en- 
joyed his preaching and liked almost 
everything about the church. I told 
him, too, that we had found it difficult 
to meditate there. And he told me that 
he had been concerned about that him- 
self. He urged us to come again. He is 
hoping that maybe we can be of help 
to the people here. That means, Jimmy, 
that we are all going to have to be on ex- 
tra good behavior. We can never help 
others until they see that we are differ- 
ent. Of course, it is nothing to be 
proud about, you understand. We are 
going to do just as we feel God wants 
us to do in His house. 

Imagine Jimmy’s surprise when the 
pastor told the people that they had 
been proud of the fact that they brought 
their Bibles to church, none of their 
members smoked, and that they never 
had made God’s house a “den of rob- 
bers” (Matt. 21:13) by having such 
things as suppers and bazaars to raise 
money. “But,” the minister declared, 
“we have forgotten entirely the teach- 
ing that God’s house is to be “a house 


- 
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of prayer.” He said a lot more about 
meditating in the house of God. And 
Jimmy knew that God was speaking to 
the hearts of many. And from then on, 
things started to improve. Even: the 
children followed Jimmy’s exaniple. He 
was glad for the day when he could 
take his visiting friends to his new 
church—his meditating church. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
* 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 39) 
1. Zechariah (9:9). 
. 2. His royalty and humility. 


3. The “prophet of Nazareth” (Matt.. 


21: 11). 

4. They wanted political, 
deliverance, not spiritual. 

5. They refused. to recognize His 


Messiahship; were jealous of their own _ 


religious prestige; and probably the 
money-changers paid them a Temple 
tax on their ill-gotten profits. 

6. He quotes Psalm 8 (Matt. 21:16). 

7. The importance of implicit faith 
(Matt. 21:22). 

8. They were unworthy of the rev- 
elation; and regardless of His words 
they were determined to get rid of 

9. If they acknowledged John’s’ bap- 
tism, they confessed their faithlessness; 
if they repudiated it, they risked popu- 
lar displeasure. 

10. The blessings of salvation through 
the universal offer of the Gospel. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 


% 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 25 


1. In the Household of God 
(Eph. 2:19) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS Sunday marks the beginning 
of Christian Endeavor Week, or 
Youth Week, and is observed as De- 
nominational Day. Our topic, using 
Ephesians 2:19 for its Scripture basis, 
calls attention to the unity: of all be- 
lievers as members of the “household 
of God.” 
ye 
There can be no doubt about the con- 
cern of the Lord Jesus that all true be- 
lievers should be knit together in bonds 
of fellowship, love, mutual support, co- 
operation, and service, edifying and 
comforting one another. During His 
earthly ministry He spoke of building 
His church (or assembly of called-out 
ones (Matt. 16:18). In His _ high- 
priestly prayer in John 17, He prayed 
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by faith. This led to a break with the 


Lesson for January 25 


for the oneness of His disciples and 
those who would believe on Him 
through their ministry. 

4 


In the Epistles, the Holy Spirit re- 
peatedly refers to the oneness of be- 
lievers, likening them to a building of 
individual stones (1 Cor. 3:19; 1 Pet. 
2:5), of whom Christ is the chief cor- 
nerstone (Eph. 2:20) and in whom the 
whole building is joined together as a 
temple of God. 

we 


Using another simile—that of a living 
body—the Holy Spirit in Ephesians 5 
and 1 Corinthians 12 speaks of believers 
as members. of a body of which Christ 
‘is the Head. He controls and directs, 
and through the members flows the 
nourishment that comes from the Head 
to all parts, which are fitted together 
so that they support and help one an- 
other. 

P we 

It is important to see, therefore, that 
the true Church, made up of all be- 
lievers, is an organism and not an or- 
ganization. Membership in it depends, 
not on some denominational record, but 
upon acceptance of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Saviour and belief and trust 
in Him (John 1:12, 13). 

we 


The question. naturally arises, then, 
as to why we have so many denomina- 
tions today. Would it not be better if 
they all united in one great denomina- 
tion? 

ye 


We should understand, first, how the 
denominations came about, for in the 
apostolic days and for some years after- 
ward there was just one church. The 
answer as to why there are so many 
organizations bearing the name of 
Christian lies primarily in the realm of 
man’s weakness and failure. Denomi- 
nations, in a very large sense, have 
come about as a protest against false 
teaching or the failure to teach some 
important Christian truth in the Chris- 
tian church of the day. 

' 4 

Even in the early apostolic days, and 
to a larger degree as the years passed, 
false teaching crept into the Christian 
church. The writers of the Epistles 
warned of these very. things (2 Cor. 
11:13; Gal. 2:4; 2 Pet. 2:1). Some be- 
lievers did not hold fast the Head, the 
Lord Jesus Christ (Col. 2:8, 18, 19). 


ve 


Pagan customs, ceremonies, and trap- 
pings polluted the simple Christian 
worship. The selling of indulgences 
and privileges led men and women 
away from trust in Christ as Saviour 
and keeper and encouraged a _ belief 


‘in works as a remedy for sin and as a 


means of salvation. 
b 
The Reformation under Luther and 


others protested this false teaching and 
restated the great truth of justification 
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Church of Rome, and the Protestant 
church was born. 
ye 

Later, as one great Christian truth 
or another was either perverted or lost 
sight of, God raised up men to re-em- 
phasize these truths and to bring Chris- 
tians back to original Christian truth as 
found in the Scriptures. Thus nearly 
every great denomination we know to- 
day came into being. 

we 

In still later years, some of these de- 
nominations have in turn departed from 
the Christian faith, when, by official 
action the deity of Christ, the verbal 
inspiration of the Scriptures, or other 
fundamentals of the faith have been 
questioned or denied. In addition, false 
cults calling themselves Christian, but 
never having been truly Christian at 
all, have sprung up and flourished to 
some degree. : 

we ; 

It should be obvious, therefore, that 
there can be no real oneness or unity 
between groups that deny or question 
the fundamentals of the faith and those 
who believe God’s Word and trust in 
Him for salvation. Trying to bring 
about or practice such a unity of be- 
lievers and apostates or unbelievers be- 
comes a travesty, and in itself is a 


_denial of the Scriptures (2 Cor. 6:14). 


ye 

What, then, is our part as individual 
Christians, in view of this situation in 
the religious world today? Since be- 
lievers are commanded to have no-part 
with unbelievers (2 Cor. 6:17), our 
first responsibility is to examine the 
teachings or pronouncements of the 
group or denomination with which we 
are allied, as to whether or not it is 
standing true to God’s Word and the 
fundamentals of the Christian faith. If 
we find it is, then we may thank God 
and get to work for the cause of Christ 
in that denomination. If it is not, then, 
to be obedient, we must separate from 
that group and seek a group that is 
true and is seeking in every way by 
precept and example to live for Christ 
as a part of His true Church, under His 
direction, and by His grace. 

Three pamphlets that you will find 
helpful in thinking through this matter 
of your denomination are: 


The Spirit of Truth and the Spirit of 
Error. (American Prophetic League, Inc., 
Box 41198, Los Angeles 41, Calif., 5 cents 
each.) 

The Case Against Modernism, by Chester 
E. Tulga. (Good News Pub.~Co., 99th and 
Roosevelt Road, West Chester, Ill., 70 for 


Modernism Contrasted With Ch : 
by T. Stanley Soltau. (Good News Pub. Co., 
99th and, Roosevelt Road, West Chester, IIl., 
35 cents.) 


PHILADELPHIA. 
sx 


~ 
Survey of Religious Life 
(Continued from page 37) 
Television Rejected in Israel.—The 
State of Israel has rejected an offer 
made by Mr. David L: Sarnoff, president 
of the Radio Corporation of America, 





Would you like to improve your HANDWRIT- 
ING? Professional instruction guaranteed. Write. 
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1938 8S. Vine St., Marion, Ohio, 
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to introduce television into the State of 
Israel. Professor Benjamin Aktzin, a 
lecturer in Society Studies at the Uni- 
versity of Jerusalem, a persistent op- 
ponent of television, says that funds 
are more urgently needed for develop- 
ment plans than for television. He 
further argues that television has 
“completely changed the face of Ameri- 
can society, causing millions of persons 
to become lazy.” 


* Interest in the Scriptures in Israel.— 
There are many evidences of revival of 
interest in the Scriptures in Israel. One 
of the latest and most significant is the 
founding of the Israel Society for Bib- 
lical Research, in co-operation with the 
Jewish Agency, and with the support 
of Jewish scholars in various cultural 
groups in that state. They hope?to or- 
ganize regular sttitdy groups for young 
people and adults in Jewish commu- 
nities. throughout the world. Plans in- 
clude the preparation of study material 
in both Hebrew and other languages, 
’ adapted to the various grades of knowl- 
edge of the students in the circles now 
being established. Some of the themes 
proposed for study are “Redemption 
and Consolation in the Bible,” and “The 
Return to Zion.” A’ commentary is to 
be written on the Book of Joshua by 
the famous Hebrew scholar, Professor 
Ezekiel Kaufmann. The address is The 
Founders Committee of the-World Jew- 
ish Bible Society, P.O. Box 7024, Jeru- 
salem, Israel. 


s 


Sound ‘Programs for 
the World Day of Prayer 


OTH the American Council of Chris- 


tian Churches and the National 
Association of Evangelicals have again 
this year prepared programs that are 
true to the Bible to help churches ob- 
serve the World Day of Prayer, Febru- 
ary 13, 1959. 

The National Association program is 
entitled “Let Your Light So Shine.. .” 
and it has been ‘prepared by Dr. Merrill 
C. Tenney, dean of the Graduate School 
of Wheaton College, with an introduc- 
tion by Dr. Armin Gesswein, chairman 
of the Spiritual Life Commission of the 
NAE. The order of service is arranged 
to include responsive Bible readings, 
hymns, and time for prayer. Worship 
booklets and advertising posters may 
be obtained, free of charge, by writing 
the National Association of Evangeli- 
cals, 108 North Main Street, Wheaton, 
Tl. 

“He Leadeth Me” is the title of the 
American Council program and “The 
Lord Is My Shepherd” (Psa. 23:1) is 
the theme. It was prepared by Miss 
Mary Kurtz and Miss June Ironsides of 
the Evangelical Methodist Church of 
America, in conjunction with the New 
York Office of the ACCC. The. 16-page 
booklet contains hymns, Scripture read- 
ings, suggestions for solos, responsive 
readings, and paragraphs for. the leader 
to read. The programs and posters are 
available to all churches, free of charge, 
if they will ‘write to the American 
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Council of Christian Churches, 15 Park 
Row, New York 38. 

Though no charge is made for the 
above-named programs and posters, yet 
freewill offerings will be appreciated 
by both associations to cover the ex- 
penses of printing and mailing. 
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Children at Home 


What ‘Jose Saw 
By Janette Miller 


Miss Miller is a faithful, veteran 
missionary to Africa who since the 
days of Dr. Charles G. Trumbull has 
been a loyal friend of THE SuNDAY 
ScHoot Times and who has suffered 
for her stand for the truth. She 
is the “grandmother” of the Ebe- 
nezer Orphanage, Ebanga, Villa 
Mariano, Machado, Angola, W. 
Africa. This is a true story. 


OSE was a beautiful boy with a 

smooth, coffee-colored skin. His 
sensitive .mouth quickly showed his 
feelings—laughter or concern, grief or 
sin. Yes, he was a sinner as much as 
any five-year-old can be. His big brown 
eyes when they swam with tears were 
lovely enough for an angel, 
didn’t have wings. 

He always said he loved Jesus and 
he truly meant it, but some of his acts 
were black. He poured the babies’ food 
onto the ground. He put old battery 
powder into the family beans. He stole 
everything he saw. He broke medicine 
bottles and spilled expensive medicines. 
He broke windows or plastered - them 
all over with mud. Then the delightful 
twinkle in his big eyes was like pure 
sunshine. 

One day he felt tired and sat down 
beside Grandmother. The other chil- 
dren went to romp. Surely something 
was wrong. He had lost a tooth with a 
sickness called'scurvy, when for two 
months no money came to the Orphan- 
age and so no green stuff or fruit could 
be obtained. A thin little fellow grown 
from a frail baby fed on sweet potato 
soup, he did not have the strength to 
live on only mush and beans for even 
so short a~time. Now he had eaten 
green, hard guavas, a small fruit from 
which jelly is made. : 

“I am a bad. boy,” said Jose, “but I 
want to be-a Jesus boy now always.” 

I said, “Pray then.” So he did, and it 
was as sweet and sincere a prayer of 
dedication as any older one could make. 
Then he went to bed, very tired. 

Next morning I heard this. Jose could 
not lie down, so the older children held 
him. He said he wanted to be with 
Grandmother, but the old lady was not 
able to be up nights, so they did not call 
her. He said: “I cannot breathe. I am 
going to Jesus. My sins are very many, 
but they are washed in the blood of 
Jesus so I am clean. Please pray for 
me. ... You prayed very well. Now I 
cannot breathe anymore, I am going to 


but he 
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Jesus. Oh, there He is!” Pointing up, 
he stopped breathing and was gone 
with a happy smile onhis face. 

The Orphanage was greatly impressed 
and no one stole green guavas again. 
Indeed, Samuel would not even eat a 
ripe one. But that was not all that 
Jose’s death meant to the children. 
They were angelic for a long time. Of 
course all’ mischief did not stop, but I 
truly believe all are saved and will go 
like Jose if our Lord delays to come 
to take us to meet Him in the air. We 
are all expecting Him soon. 


Macwapo, ANGOLA, S. W. AFRICA., 
x ‘ 


If He Had Not Come 
(Continued from page 36) 


From the door of the cafe a loud, 
raucous noise rent the otherwise still 
air of the little town nestled far off 
down the river. Don Pablo shut the 
door of his small store in order to close 
out ‘some of the noise. He had found, 
ever so faint on his little short-wave 


_ battery radio, a choir singing a Christ- 


mas carol. The voices, sweet and clear, 
rang out a message that had been new 
to him just a short time ago. But now 
he put his ear to the radio to catch 
every note, every word that was sung. 
The singing stopped. And a voice be- 
gan to say, “If He had not come...” 
He listened, and then as the program 
signed off the air, he sat down thought- 
fully in the only chair in his store. 
What if He had not come to my village? 
I would be sitting over there in that 
cafe with the other men, drunk, swear- 
ing, not caring that this was Christmas. 
But how different it was now! Shoes 
were on his feet, a tie was often under 
his collar, and, instead of a pack of 
cigarettes in his shirt pocket, there was 
a lovely-leather-bound New Testament. 
His Christian wife was singing a beau- 
tiful carol in the kitthen. Life was 
good, filled with blessings that were 
true and deep. He bowed his head, 
thanking Him that He had come! Come, 
to live in his heart! Christmas was a 
beautiful time of year, now! 

The hot, tin.roof glared in the bright 
tropical sun as Felipe held tightly onto 
the slanting roof with his rubber-soled 
shoes. The Christmas program was to 
be held that night in the little church 
with. the bamboo walls, so he wanted to 
get the roof done as quickly as possible. 
As he sat a moment to rest he went 
over. in his mind the message that had 
come to him to bring that night. “If He 
had not come...” If He had not come, 
these people far off down the river 
would never have had this church, nor 
would they have known the joy of sins 
forgiven and the peace that the little 
Babe of Bethlehém had brought. 
He had changed the lives of these peo- 
ple who once had lived in such total 
darkness and sin! Ah, yes, how He had 
changed his own life! He _ brushed 


away the picture that had come to 
him of himself, many Christmases 
ago, as he had beaten his wife in a : 





How ‘ 





Lesso 


Corres 
Archa 

Ph.L 
Adver 


E 


3 
a ee a ee ee 


2 








drunk: 
sweet 
little « 
ing in 
the pa 
heart 
passed 
Yes, e 
known 
iour, i 
the pc 
house, 
But n 
Christ. 
ing. 
was sl 
the ye 
It v 
Side tl 
choir 
“Hark 
the ne 
away. 
tones 


Shall | 


audien 
word, 
heads 
cendec 
given 
were | 
had g 
Not in 
hearts. 
Peace 
were : 








“ ’ 


Ip, 
ne 


ed 
in. 


lat 
on. 
Of 


go 
ne 
Ne 


id, 
ill 


it- 


at 


id, 
1e, 
a 


ht 
to 
ed 
to 
ch 
to 
te. 
nt 
ad 
Te 
1e, 
er 
or 
ns 
‘le 
yw 


, 


ca 
al 
ad 
ed 
to 


es 
af 








Lesson for January 25 


The Sanday School Gines 


Puiie E. Howarp, JR. 
President and Editor 











Hersert A, FRYLING 
Treasurer ~ 





JouN W. LANE, JR. 
Associate Editor 





Correspondence Editor; E. May RicKarbs 

Archaeological’ Editor: JosepH P. FREE, 
Ph.D. 

Advertising Manager: 

4 H, TrRuMBULL HowarpD 





Former President 
Pair E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors 
H. Ciay TRUMBULL, 1875-1903 

Cuar.Les G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 





Subscription Rates 
Stated in U.S.A. dollars 

$4.00 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $4.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, U.S.A., $15.00. 
Canada, $4.25 each; foreign, $5.00 
each. 

$3.00 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $3.00 each, per year. 
‘Canada, $3.25 each; foreign, $4.00 
each. 


The Sunday Schooi Times Company 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








—_ J 
drunken fit. His lovely Carmen! How 
sweet and good she was! And his four 


little children, who were also sacrific- 
ing in this hot village that he might be 
the pastor of this church deep in the 
heart. of his country. Don Carlos 
passed by and called a brief greeting. 
Yes, even if this man alone, who had 
known deep sin, had come do the Sav- 
iour, it would be well worth the fevers, 
the poor food, and the uncomfortable 
house, just to bring the Gospel to him. 
But many in this village had found 
Christ, and his little church was grow- 
ing. He had come! Christmas now 
was such a beautiful, joyous season of 
the year! 

It was Christmas in Colombia. In- 
Side the simple, evangelical church, the 
choir sang in voices deep and true, 
“Hark the herald angels sing, glory to 
the newborn. King!” The echogs died 
away. The pastor raised his voice in 
tones rich and sincere, “And his name 
_-Shall be called Wonderful, ...” The 
audience hushed. Listening to every 
word, their hearts were ready and their 
heads bowed when prayer next as- 
cended to the throne on high. God had 
given His very best! Gifts of tinsel 
were nothing compared to the gift He 
had given. Rich were their lives, but 
not in this world’s goods. Joy filled their 
hearts, although poverty abounded. 
Peace flowed deep, although problems 
were many. ; 
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If He had not come there would be 
sin, darkness, despair in this land where 
religion abounded, but not Christ. 
Christmas would be bleak, empty, filled 
with the noise of pagan ritualism. Oh, 
but He had come! “How beautiful... 
are the feet’of him that bringeth good 
tidings .. . !” Christmas was joyous, 
peaceful to those Colombians who had 
found the Saviour of the world! 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily, Bible Readings on the International 
ssons, issued by the International 
Sunday School son Committee. 


January 19 to 25 


Mon., Jan. 19.—Matt. 21:1-9. 
Jesus Acclaimed in Jerusalem. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “Hosanna to the 
son of David: Blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the 
highest.” The influence of the Holy 
Spirit compelled these demonstrations 
in favor of our Lord. Predicted by the 
prophet, this prelude to His approach- 
ing vicarious sacrifice of Himself for 
our sins was an event of prophetic sig- 
nificance. Palm Sunday keeps alive 
the honors Christ is worthy to receive 
from all. If such honor was given to 
Christ by those who only called Him’ a 
prophet, what think you are His deserts 
from us who know Him as God mani- 
fest in flesh? Pray for Ceylon and 
India General Mission, Wheaton, [ll. 


Tues., Jan. 20.—Matt. 21:10-17. 
Jesus Cleanses the Temple. 
Prayer SuaGcestTions: “And said unto 
them, It is written, My house shall be 
alled the house of prayer; but ye have 
made it a den of thieves.” Churches 
can become what God never intended 
them to be—carnal instead of spiritual 
temples of God. Men’s devices are 
more apparent in churches than God’s 
plan for them. Spiritual results are 
meager. A great reversal of purpose 
and program in churches, constituting 
revival, is needed. Pray for Spanish 
American Bible Mission, Inc., Las 
Vegas, N. Mex. 


Wed., Jan. 21.—Matt. 21:18-22. 
Jesus and a Fig Tree. 
Prayer Succestions: “If ye have faith, 
and doubt not, ye shall not only do this 
which is done to the fig tree, but also 
if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be 
thou removed, and be thou cast into the 
sea; it shall be done.” Here Gospel 
faith is indicated by our Lord. Its ob- 
jects are God, Christ, and the promises 
of God. Examples of this kind of faith 
are found in Acts 3:1-11 and 14:8-11. 
When we are in fellowship with God, 
we do God’s work in His time and way, 
and pray within His will. We can ask 
what we will and it shall be done unto 
us. Ezekiel’s “prophesying” to the dry 
,bones at God’s command, and Elijah’s 
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calling upon God for fire from Heaven, 
after he had “done all these things at 
thy word,” are examples of this kind 
of Heaven-moving faith. Pray that you 
may always show your faith by works 
of faith. 


Thurs., Jan. 22.—Matt. 21:23-27. 
Jesus’ Authority Questioned. 
Prayer Succestions: “By what au- 
thority doest thou these things?” Un- 
belief is an acquired evil. Children 
do not naturally doubt what is told 
them. Unbelief always springs from 
an evil heart. It comes: from a dis- 
inclination to truth. Unbelief is a prej- 
udice against the truth of God. All 
doubters of Christ’s words and works 
are exposed to the wrath of. God. To . 
question anything He said or did is 
gross wickedness. Pray that you may 
receive with meekness always the truth 
of Christ. 


Fri., Jan. 23.—Matt. 21:28-32. 
A Parable of Two Sons. 
Prayer Svuccestions: ‘Whether of 
them twain did the will of his father.” 
Common sense told the men the right 


answer to the Lord’s question. We, too, 


ought immediately to realize that in 
the matter of our service to God we 
are éxactly like one or the other of 
these two sons. Many say “no” and 
many promise service and 
never give. Many more give God lip 
service than obedience. Pray that your 
own response to the will of God may 
be instant and complete. 


Sat., Jan. 24.—Matt. 21:33-46. 
The Parable of Wicked Tenants. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Let us seize on 
his inheritance.” Let pastors carefully 
study our Lord’s parable. It is intended 
for them, as much as it was for the 
‘religious leaders of His day. Those 
leaders managed the Lord’s vineyard 
to suit themselves for their personal 
profit. It is to be feared that ministers 
are getting more fruit from churches 
than Christ. A captivating church pro- 
gram (if souls are not being saved and 
saints sanctified) will spell woes to 
many a miniSter in the day of reckon- 
ing. Let all pastors search their hearts 
and see if this parable applies to them. 
Pray for more glory to the Lord from 
His churches. ° 


Sun., Jan. 25.—Col. 1:9-20. 
The Head of the Church. 
Prayer SuccestTions: “He is before all 
things, and by him all things consist. 
And he is the head of the body, the 
church: who is the beginning, the first- 
born from the dead; that in all things 
he might have the pre-eminence.” 
Looking at the Church broadly today 
would you dare say that Christ has the 
pre-eminence? He came to redeem a 
multitude no man can number, but 
there are surprisingly few being turned 
“from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God.” Fewer 
Christians are being changed into the 
likeness of Christ. A serious review 
of the state of the church is the greatest 
need of the hour. Pray for revival in 
churches. 
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New Lessons... New Accessories... New Theme... 
“GOING GOD’S WAY” 


The two-week course consists of ten 
lessons for each of five age levels. The 
theme, “Going God’s Way”, is patterned 
to the skills and understanding of each 
group. 

The two-fold purpose of this course is:. 


@ to teach the child to become a child 
of God. $9.00 VALUE 


@ to foster the desire to “go God’s way”’. 


Includes workbooks, activity packets, 


teacher’s manuals for the five grade 
levels, postcard, dodger, doorknob LIMITED OFFER! ONLY ONE TO A CUSTOMER 


hanger, daily report, registration omd, 

buttons and certificates. Please send complete 1959 VBS Sample Kit with 
Choice of BIBLE SCHOOL or. | {1 ible School Wording" L) Church School Wording 
sories. Get sample kit now af your 

book store ...or mail coupon. NAME 
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